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ISADORA DUNCAN PLANS FREE SCHOOL OF DANCIN
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of the auditorium: great cur-

tains of the same neutral
shade, gracefully draped at the back
and sides: a mysterious light falling
from an Invisible source upon the
dancing figures of reincarnated Greck
gxddesses: thus did Isadora Duncan
transform the Century Opera House,
changing it from a theatre Into an
amphitheatre and turning its civilized
ficialiti¢s into the natural beau-
of classic art,

& “Duncan theories,” the “Duncan
and the “Duncan school™® have
been vaguely discussed for years by
people to whom the terms meant little
more than Greek costumes, bare feet
and a general freedom from the con-
nalitles of civilization, Now
t ¢ FEuropean war has planted
the entire organization in the con-
Bervi lap of New York city a still
more oherent flood of oonjecture,
gossip and  enthusiasm has heen
turned loose.

If Tsadora Duncan is by instinct a
dancer she is =till more instinctively
& teacher With a life record of
battling against the accepted order
of things It has become a hablt with
b to jmpress her radical ideas upon
ny minds that she can possibly reach.
As a child in San Francisco she

OVER 4,00

OENTIES SLIP on a wet day
is a rather woeful bit of Man-
mattan's waterfront, and its
scores of huddled canal boats

rather to add to the flatness of
nook in the ecity's d ckage.
they lay, yawning boxea In

emptiness or scemingly on
of sinking under their
loads  of gravel, broken stone and

VAST blue-gray stage, covering
A almost the entire floor space

gind Ther truneated cargoes looked
ke the backbones of an array of
trenches and all signs of an.mation

were hidden as If for life's protecs-
tion At the far end of the nearest

caren of sand a bit of rusty stove-
Pl peeped above the ridge and a thin
gtreak of smoke betrayed the pres-
ence of a habitation, It was all like
& touch of the sodden battle lines
abroad s that in this cas- the

i ns had not “dug in" to
t hot and shel

¢ o |
F llowng the trail of that wisp of
fmoke the cabln of the canal boat was
d eredd snuegling close under the
vk uf hillock of sand and presently
le of the booby hateh was
| 1 k and a cheery masculine
out, “Won't you come
1 You'll find it mare coms-
in up there on the dock

the railn."

pper of the Mary Rose was
wis something of a reves-
the lundsman to find how
and convenience could
inged in oa rectangular space
v feer square, The cabin
t nee hiving room, bedroom,
om and  kitchen and the
mother and three little ones
miling lot despite thelr rather
quartens,  All three of the
y L} on the lest less than flve
i had been born in that
hion nd possibly becauss of their
U cars, did not yet o fleat the
bt 1 le of Jife aboard the barges
and nal boats that frequent our

$60 4 month i¥ not much
Money but the wife and kiddies have
& roof over their hiads; we get our
fue] froe besides and generally there
18 plinty of fresh alr to make all

Hands hungry when meal time ar-
Fiy The only thing that troubles
uUs

e coming of the day when the
Yide ones will need schooling.  Per-
Biaps the canal boat doess not move
Tapodly. but it gets around a lot, and
th hifting makes It hard for our
n to be taught regularly, Just

amused herself by
and teaching them

made a regular teacher in the dancing
conducted by
Meanwhile she was herself acquiring
every variety of technique by study-
teacher after another,
always appropriating what
good to her and discarding what was
obviously bad.
A prof:ssional
first falry in Augustin Daly's produc-
tion of “A Midsummer Night's Dream™
brought her to
But her Independent

theatrical manag«ment,

the quatrains of Omar Kh
scheme of combining words, music and
new type of art in London

once labelled “Greek.”
led her to begln a systematic

The coincidence

8he copled the poses of the figures on
of detalls of
costume and mad every authoritative
discussion of the Greek religious festl-

was in Paris that

experimental,

0 BARGE C

- same T would rather he here than

the kiddies' education.”
happy-go-lucky

has its distressing consgequences,
Federal Commission on Industrial Re-
investigating
around the city has revealed the fact

illiteracy goes ignorance, and because

comings of a distressing character and

state {8 more especially
among the children of coal

and grime of the eargo
ternliness in the mothers and distr
the children,

measuring ten by fifteen feet,

n visitor for the Society for the
Improvement of
'oor, declared a
of the barge people that came to

months ago that

g%, and that other bodily weaknesses,
due to the circumstances of Hfe aboard
these craft, were very prevalent

the children aboard of these
homes are exposed ]

antedates their very birth In the form
of privations and exposures to which
thely mothers are subjected,
nals of our coastal conl trade show a
shocking number of wrecked or foun-

storm proves too much for the lahomn
the steam craft
lines and sets adrift hor utterly

ing tug then

tossed barges
wise survive, but not infrequently the
people aboard of them go down with
their sinking homeg or peplsh or saffer
grievously in an open boat in a hattle
to reach a haven,

Again children may be slek aboard
these barges and without medical at-

tendance for days, or they may be
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A group of Isadorians at home, and portrait studies (insets) of two of Miss Duncan’s pupils. CODPISRUSMi8e VO RARID=AMERT - HENEL

. -4 A now doing their share of training the as graceful in their way as their
Hopes Little Group, Driven Here by European War, Will 2000 i T Sl
iwcan children who joined the school Scores of applications have already
R . th q . B h f last year, been made by American parents who
emain as e erican rancn or an The six star puplls who appear with  Wish to enroll their childrn in the
Isadora Duncan in her exhibitions DPuncan school. But Isadora Duncan
lntelllational Chain form an interesting group. They are Tefuses to commercialize her project
known only by their Christian names, and prefers to wait until her own
Anna, the eldest, is actively con- resources permit the establishing of

permanently fixed, Here she finally It was only after some years of the entire regponsibility for the chil=  corned with the affairs of the world @n American branch similar to those
settled upon the simple oostumes by  successful performance in public that  dren’s welfare, but with the under- aphout her, Therese and Irma come abroad free for all children who prove
which the beauty of the body should Isadora Duncan was seized again with  standing that freguent visits would  pext, an impulsive and spirited pair.  themselves properly qualified

be enhanced Instead of disguised, the desire to teach her art to others,  bhe permitted l.isel is long halred and long legwed If the fdeal s ever realized there
Here she decided that a plain back-  An unusually successful series of ex- The children, all of whom had to be  physically the hest dancer them will be schwols in Russia, France,
ground of a neutral shade was more hibitions in Germany led to the pur-  hetween 4 and 9 years of age., were 4] England, America and

effective than any scenery and that chase of a large house in Grunewald, se

by a process of o, with Isadora Duncan

ination Gretel s a thoughtful child, filled U

no stage properties were necessary  near Berlin, and the establishment of who showed imagination, phy-  with a sense of her dignity and some- dividing her time equally among them
bevond a few garlands of flowers or an  a permanent schouol, sical adaptabvility and a se of  what mystified with the American and occasionally moving an  entire
occas.onal scarf of flaming color, Fvervthing was in readiness for rhythm  being kept for a  three  manner of doing things Erica, bes group of pupils from one country to
The stiff broken lines character- twenty-five children before the first months' trial, after which they were ing the voungest, is also the most se- another
istic of the conventional ballet had pupil arrived; a schhelroom with €ither regularly enrolled or finally  rious. She has recently had her r Any one of the four oldest girls
given way entirely to the continuous twenty-five little desks, a dining room dismissed. The strict German school  habbed, but not quite so short as Isa-  would be mpetent  to conduct a
curvea which alone according the decorated in blue and white with regulations were obeved in every de- dora Duncan's tine must be ¢con- hranch of the school at present, but
Duncan theory are beautiful, l places 8et for twenty-five, and a dor- tail, for in additlon to the special in- sarvative In such matters the entire plan must wait for the
ation and imagination became the mitory with twenty-five little blue and =truction in dar there was a full A% for the little ones, their namea Settlineg of E e's troubles The
guiding principles of her techn.que. white heds, each with fts bhlue and ¢u im, musical, gyme- must ive been taken directly from properties  at newald, Darmstadt
Europe received the new art with  white mat alonged- and a Della nastic and religious traini he chorus of a Parisian ..;‘...r.v_-“, I Meudon are all now being used
spontaneous delight. A tour of the Robbia plagque on the wall, while All this was exactly VOArs ago There s oniv one boy, and he of Aa% hospitals
Contlnent and later of England re- twenty-five blue and white uniforms since which a branch of the school has  course s Jean. Then the list reads Meanwhile t Isadorians are pur-
sulted In a sudden multitude of hung upon pegs, ready to be worn by been established at Darmstadt, and Annett Huguette, Yvette Coletts suing the expu ion of their art for
“Greek dancers,” the establishment of  twenty-five little girls, more recently a complete reorganiza-  Marie, two  Valentinas  (known as the henefit of overcivilized Amerl-
a “Greek cult” and the appropriation In less than a month the school was tion effected at Meudon, near 'aris “big Vala" and “little Vala"), Alex- cans in the hope that eventually the

of the Isadorian ideas for every filled to Its capacity. Every pupil was The little girls of the early blue and andra, Minuka, Helen and Florence seed now planted may grow into a
“cause” from dress reform to woman  completely  supported by lsadora white stage have grown  up  into They have all mastered the funda-  permanent educations] institution of
suffrage, Duncan herself, the parents resigning miniature Isadora Duncans and are mentals of ryvthmic motion and are practical as well as artistic value,

HILDREN IN NEW YORK WHO NEVER GO TO SCHOOL

brought into the world in the midst of  ning a permansnt home for hi
a gale and under circomstances that  Up-state builders will fashion a 200 e
make a physician’s assistancs impos- ton canal boat for §500 down and let
sible, Imdeed, as many will testify, the the skipper owner pay the rest of it,
rough, untrained services of the barge- say $2.500, hy instalments at the rate

is a curious fact that but few has to board them ashore for the sake  of color, and even vegetablea serve
the barge youngsters are ever ©f schooling, and she is watchful of the double purpose of deee
drowned. The wee ones play at the their moral well being and tries as  usefulness,

end of a leash when the mothers are far as possible to make them happy Indeed a flaet of these canalboats

ation and

} \ " : 1 \ £ 6 . I too busy to watch them, and some- within thelr necessarily  narrowed sounds like a floating barnyard at
hmfm ”‘l"‘ “"‘11 to ""; M0 ;’:']‘l'"""“ m.llt i ""'] s "" nilepest, Lyar ':' "'"; how it I8 not long before the amallest e, times as they are towed up and down
7 such Bmp 48 Jus ChUIren QouM jasin there 18 now a great fleet of .0 \pom Jearn to swim. This ls- the Wateh the youngsters at play and the Hudson, for chickens are fre-
render at the time Privation and an  these cargo carriers making ready for ’ : i iV .
3 ; ’ least of the dangers to which they it will ba hard to find a more joyous auently to be found aboard as regular
utter lack of privacy just when care  the beginning of the spring and sum- ; ¢ ’ ) AT
x : are exposed, It is not always easy lot, but to the shore mother their mMembera of the household, while cats
and separation meant as much to all  mer business, In a few weeks they for AN inalboat mar ot # i ind dogs lend more animation to the
¥ . analtwy ar 4 - w) 1 L e K less] v 5 <1 re ang LAY i ore animaatio ) the
the offspring as to the mother, will be loaded and bound up the Hud- ; My oA IHa8 10§ pure romping seems .reckleasly near iy ps ¢ ’ !
: 111 } < S witer for drinking purpos=es, and here death, with the sweeping tide swirl- atmosphere of domesticity,
And yet married men, and prefer-  son and thence north to Canada via lurks the thicat of typhold. This is8  ing by But  those inalboat  kid Th hildren born aboard I ]
X . i o o o i ! L i LLE L b . L by, hose ¢ albog ld= ne o (8 W f oS
ably those with families, are well ngh  Lake Champlain or WhswRN 1o Buf- doubly =0 in the sewage tainted rivers  dies are a surefooted lot and, happily re  very ‘ uct n ‘ fnil‘l ’ ".;-.
uniformly demmnded by barge owners, falo by the trail of the Erie Canal, g o ' i i eTy much influenced by that

because this combination gives them i During the past winter the schools about Manhattan, and while this water they don't go overhoard, The young- environment, The voys generally fol-

firm:r hold upon the men entrusted  of Brooklyn have felt the influx of the i used generally for washing purposes — sters have plen'y to occupy them and  low in thelr father's footsteps, while
with the care of their property, The wandering children of this flotilla, and only still the germs linger and reach  pot a few of them boast their littls  the girls marry among the boatmen
fear of belng discharged and landed  now they long for their days of travel the vegetables and frults in the larder.  zardens, where blazing geraniums and ind  thus  perpetuate a  distinctive

T other towering y uppl sh ;
upon the dock in midwinter binds these  that will bring them In touch with The right kind of a canalboat er tloweris pat pply dashes '
emplovess to thelr jobs despite the scenes heard of only by most of their mother, and there are a4 great many
MeagTe WKes, shore classmates, of them, believes her children better

4 . °
But all is not gloom in this Noating To the city bred mother it is ever off in that floating home than others P h t K f th F t S d
population, Some of the canal boat- a marvel that these Kiddies of the of like modest circumstances living us car lng O e -Jas l e
men elther own or are buying their canalboats live to grow up with the ishore,  She can always have hetr
craft just as the suburbanite s win- constant menace of deep waters, but eye upon them, unle=s unhappily, she H["‘ name i Samuel Witkin He himself one of them, but that indefl-

has been in this country just  nable something which puts money in
seven  years and he s now  the pockets of some men worked hap-

making over £5.000 annually He has  plily for Mr, Witkin, and he soon found
over 200 customers: husy, carly rising himself possessed of a thriving busi-
men who have impliclt falt n his m wit} n t ! lisposal and
capacity and honesty And yvert his money in the bank
Wice has never seen a telephone, a What is Mr. Witkin's lusiness® £3a
sl .;----:' roa bookkeoper AR & Jown along Ave e A or the Bowery
:I:"n‘ ~l|;"l\v"-l-'- '(.-:r ll|l:-|l-»-:" ;.‘ »-‘ ':;;:. o FaINEasy O y 2 1- Xy Wi &8
T S vl e ned up along the irhs thousands
W ‘ irnLkl tpe of venders with all Kinds of wares; a
sesses I8 a shiny stool, with one leg  \wild riot of color and contusion. Fvery
missing vender displayvs his goods from a small
Mr. Witkin's customers are not rich  pusheart, and if yon should ask one
men, far from it, A few of them make of them where the pusheart came from
as much ag five or six dollars a day, he would in all prob me tha
but the majority earn bharely nough place of business of Bamuel Witkin
tao Keep them comf ihly elothed and . - .
fed rlGar S e ambiay b I »\H,“,” l:h_l‘::.hll_“ 'l- o -1 |I!Iu l‘l‘.‘\.
ness men, of a certain sort, not only & 0 o Boiniaial il sl
of New York, but of every lig elty )  are men who piy the precarl-
f ous trade of the strect vender Mr
in the land. ’ i
Witkin now has 200 pushearts, and ha
The rush hour in Mr, Witkin's busl-  is constantly increasing his stock. His
ness s ahout ¢ A, M Fach day at office {8 the bhasement of a flat on
this time a long line of his customers  East Tenth street, dark and grimy, to
are waiting ontside his place of busis- h sure, hu mEwering the  purpose
ness, and as soon as the doors are  admirably Here he has locked up
opened they file in, choose their wares, every night 200 or more empty pushe-

deposit ten or fifteen cents in Mr. cartg, which the following morning
Witkin's broad palm and issue forth  will be trundling all over the various
to the fortunes of the day. They are parts of the city filled with merchan-
a heterogeneons tribe of merchants, dise. In the summer he rents them
caparioned in every vagary of misfit  for 15 cents a day and in the winter
And pleturesque raiment: and waiting  for 10 cents a day.

too huy of ‘hem and of others in the Seven yvears ago he landed at Ellle
same husiness is fu a third of the juanda raw, awe inspired young Rus-
population of the metropolis sinn,  To-day he is making §5.000 g

Only two years ago Mr. Witkin was  year, 18 happy and ambitious,

An impromptu school aboard a barge in Erie Basin.



